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Three volunteers wi l l  lend their  voices to the Sacred
Text,  invit ing us into three profound encounters with
the Word.  After each reading,  we wil l  pause for a
moment of sacred si lence,  a l lowing the words to
penetrate our souls.

Fol lowing the f irst  reading,  we wil l  share a word or
phrase that ignited our hearts.  This s imple act of
sharing weaves a tapestry of spir itual  perspectives,
enriching our individual  journeys.

After the second reading,  we wil l  delve into the
depths of meaning,  ref lecting on how the chosen
word or phrase resonates with our personal
experiences.  This deeper contemplation al lows us to
connect the divine message to our l ives in a
tangible way.

Final ly ,  after the third reading,  we wil l  consider the
divine invitat ion before us.  This cal l  to action might
be a whisper of guidance,  a nudge towards
transformation,  or a spark of divine inspirat ion.  Let
us share our insights with open hearts,  fostering a
sense of spir itual  community and shared purpose.

Our Shared Lectio Divina Journey



Tax collectors and sinners were al l  drawing near to l isten to Jesus,
but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain,  saying,  "This man welcomes sinners and
eats with them."
So to them he addressed this parable.
Then he said,  "A man had two sons,
and the younger son said to his father,  'Father,  give me the share of your estate that  should
come to me. '  So the father divided the property between them.
After a few days,  the younger son collected al l  his  belongings and set  off  to a distant
country where he squandered his inheritance on a l ife of  dissipation.
When he had freely spent everything,  a  severe famine struck that country,  and he found
himself  in dire need.
So he hired himself  out to one of the local  cit izens who sent him to his farm to tend the
swine.
And he longed to eat  his  f i l l  of  the pods on which the swine fed,  but nobody gave him any.
Coming to his senses he thought,  'How many of my father's  hired workers have more than
enough food to eat ,  but here am I ,  dying from hunger.
I  shall  get  up and go to my father and I  shall  say to him, "Father,  I  have sinned against
heaven and against  you.
I  no longer deserve to be called your son; treat  me as you would treat  one of your hired
workers." '
So he got up and went back to his father.  While he was sti l l  a  long way off ,  his  father
caught sight of  him, and was fi l led with compassion.  He ran to his son,  embraced him and
kissed him.
His son said to him, 'Father,  I  have sinned against  heaven and against  you; I  no longer
deserve to be called your son. '
But his father ordered his servants,  'Quickly bring the finest  robe and put i t  on him; put a
ring on his f inger and sandals on his feet .
Take the fattened calf  and slaughter i t .  Then let  us celebrate with a feast ,
because this son of mine was dead,  and has come to l ife again;  he was lost ,  and has been
found. '  Then the celebration began.
Now the older son had been out in the field and,  on his way back,  as he neared the house,
he heard the sound of music and dancing.
He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean.
The servant said to him, 'Your brother has returned and your father has slaughtered the
fattened calf  because he has him back safe and sound. '
He became angry,  and when he refused to enter the house,  his  father came out and pleaded
with him.
He said to his father in reply,  'Look,  al l  these years I  served you and not once did I  disobey
your orders;  yet  you never gave me even a young goat to feast  on with my friends.
But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes,  for him you
slaughter the fattened calf . '
He said to him, 'My son,  you are here with me always;  everything I  have is  yours.
But now we must celebrate and rejoice,  because your brother was dead and has come to l ife
again;  he was lost  and has been found. '"

♰  Lectio Divina ♰  
The Prodigal  Son

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ  according to Saint Luke 15,1-3.11-32.

New Revised Standard Version (Catholic Edition)



Loving God, we thank you for your Word and the presence
of your Spirit, which have shown us the depth of your
mercy in the parable of the Lost Son. Open our hearts to
your forgiveness and empower us to extend that same
grace to others. 

Grant us the wisdom to welcome all with open arms and the
joy to celebrate reconciliation in our lives and communities.
May the lessons of this parable guide our steps as we strive
to reflect your love in the world.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.
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Lord Jesus, in Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 you reveal the profound mercy and unconditional love of
our Father through the parable of the Lost Son. We are moved by the father's eagerness
to welcome back his wayward child and his joy at his return. Grant us the grace to
embrace this same spirit of compassion, to extend forgiveness to those who have strayed,
and to rejoice in the reconciliation of all who are lost and then found. May this powerful
story deepen our understanding of your Father's heart and inspire us to mirror that love
in our own lives, becoming instruments of welcome and reconciliation in the world. 

Amen.
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