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Bearing Fruit  for the Kingdom
A Lectio Divina on the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:16-20)

Three volunteers wi l l  lend their  voices to the text ,
offer ing us three dist inct  encounters with the Word.
After  each reading,  we wi l l  pause for  quiet  ref lect ion,
a l lowing the words to sett le within us .

Fol lowing the f i rst  reading,  we wi l l  share the word
or phrase that  spoke to our hearts .  This  s imple
act of  shar ing creates a tapestry of  perspect ives ,
enr iching our indiv idual  understanding.

After  the second reading,  we wi l l  delve deeper ,
ref lect ing on what the chosen word or  phrase
means to us .  This  deeper contemplat ion al lows us
to connect the message to our l ives and
exper iences.

Final ly ,  after  the third reading,  we wi l l  consider
how God might be cal l ing us to respond.  This  cal l
to act ion may be a whisper of  guidance,  a  nudge
towards change,  or  a  spark of  inspirat ion.  Let  us
share these ins ights with open hearts ,  foster ing a
sense of  shared purpose and community .



The Holy Gospel  of  Jesus Christ  according to 
Saint Mark 9,38-43.45.47-48

John said to Jesus,  "Teacher,  we saw someone driving out
demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he
does not follow us."

Jesus replied,  "Do not prevent him. There is  no one who
performs a mighty deed in my name who can at  the same time
speak i l l  of  me.

For whoever is  not against  us is  for us.

Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you
belong to Christ ,  amen, I  say to you,  wil l  surely not lose his
reward.

Whoever causes one of these l i t t le  ones who believe in me to
sin,  i t  would be better for him if  a  great  millstone were put
around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.

If  your hand causes you to sin,  cut i t  off .  I t  is  better for you to
enter into l ife maimed than with two hands to go into
Gehenna,  into the unquenchable f ire.

And if  your foot causes you to sin,  cut if  off .  I t  is  better for
you to enter into l ife crippled than with two feet  to be thrown
into Gehenna.

And if  your eye causes you to sin,  pluck it  out .  Better for you
to enter into the Kingdom of God with one eye than with two
eyes to be thrown into Gehenna,where their worm does not
die,  and the fire is  not quenched.

♰  Lectio Divina ♰  
The Rewards of Compassion, the

Consequences of Sin

New Revised Standard Version (Catholic Edition)



Heavenly Father, as we descend from the summit of this spiritual
journey, we thank you for the grace and wisdom you have
bestowed upon us. May the insights gained from our Lectio
Divina guide our steps and inspire us to live more fully in
accordance with your will.
Help us to embrace the call to openness and compassion, to be
agents of change in our world. May we use our gifts and talents
to serve others and promote the kingdom of God.
We ask for your continued guidance and support as we continue
our ascent up Jacob's ladder. May we always strive to draw
closer to you and experience the transformative power of your
love.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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